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A small, well preserved Pirrcograph sSige on the Fremch River, northoastern
ontario 1s described., Inferances adout differe.zisl weatkering of
Pictographs due to climatic and leocational cons:deracions are drawn based

on observations of the site under differenr copditions,

INTRODUCTION

The Kennedu Island Pictograpn Site (CbGx-) is located on a northe-
west facing granite outcrop on Xennedy Island: a small island lying
approximately six miles downstream from where the outflowing French
River leaves lLake Kipissing (see Figure 1) The site can easilily be
reached, eitlher by traversinc Lake Nipissing from North Bay or by
boating upstream from Dokis MNarbour. Its lecation in a heavfly cot-
taged and easily accessable area means that it is a weil known, and
frequently visited !lccal curiousity. The fact that as yet it has not
received the attention of vandals is probably more due to the vigilant
Pc.ﬂ\‘!ccl
guardlanship afforded by the Xurtz family who's 'Aieewesd Fock' cot-
tage lies immeadiately opposite, than to Iits fnaccessabilicy, It may
well be one of the more frequently viewed pictograph sites {n COntario.
Ironically the pictographs are not the only visual atcraction on the
northeast side of the island. A large metal plague commemorating the
member of the Kennedy family after whom the island is named, shares
the rock outcrop with the pictographs. As far as can be ascertained
the erection of the plague had no detrimental effects on the prehis-
toric paincings.
The area caverad by the paintings is guite small. They extend over
an area no more than five feer sguare vet within that smyll space are
crowded thirteen clear morphs and one large area of indistinguishable

under paincing (Figure 2).



TEZ RKINNEDY ISIAND PITTIGRAPES

The cthirzeen clearly discernable morphs are as 73llows-
d. Thunderkird

This is the most striking of the sites morghs.
It £s locared near to the top ¢f the group of paintings facing
to the left and looking down. It is executed in a strictly
linear stule. The body is formecd by two lines which cross to
form the tail. They enclileos2 a triagngular unpainted space.
Where the body lines join the wing lines, the wing lines change
ancle abruptly to give the impression of Slight. The head and
neck are farmed of a single line,

Part of the upper wing fs obscured by lichen and
part of the lower wing Is missing where a small spall of rock

.

has recome detached from the face.

The paint i{s particulariy well pressosrved over most
£ the morph.
2. Inverted Canoe

This unusual painting appears to b2 an inverted
versioh of thoso commonly described as canves. It is guite close
in shape and Jorm to one iying dirsctly below (Norph S). The
Juxzapositioning of chese two morphs is preobably not icr:uitoys.

The two ends of this painting are somewhat difficult
te decermine with any accuracy. Pointing dewn from the centre
section of the painting are five small projectgcns.
3. 8ear

A bear imuge lies just below and te the right of
the Thunderbird. It is rendered in & semi-paturalistic style with

the head pointing to the Jeft. The low position of the head, the

stubby tail and the massive body clzarly fdentify this as a bear.
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to ke a4 beaver,
is shawn Irom the side.

spatulate tail suggest & bogvers form,

may indicare thas cthe symbol is thas of

that of a living animal,

5. Cance

Belcw the bear, and to
bogt interprezac =3 a cance.
2. Four vestical mar¥s extend upwards

IL may be
gra all rendered In strong unwarn
number 5 appears to be more wern.
6. Y-shaped mark

A ¥ shaped mosph Yies ro the

Like § it is nat as clearly painted as
7=12, 5Stick Mern

A Froup oF six stick men lie

breviously described paintings. Three

s -

and legs that peint down. One :

hag arms only, &
round head, qutseratchesd acms ané lees

extending to the lert.

<LT5s Id

relevent to note chac

The nhighest figure ar the qroup has a clearly

25 what

-
- -

v

JFIps

This morph is shown in plan wheresas the bear

The smoothiy curved thicxk hody and wids

The widely spread logs

a »eaver pelt rather than

the previcus four morphs

while the psint o morph

right of Morph number 3.
the previcus four paintings.
to the loft and balow the

ars sfown with both armo

shown with three legs while ancther

and a preminent erecet phallus

All these morphs are less clear than the previously

tlescriked non-human morphs.

13, Dog Figure

A Faded and difficult to interpre:r morph may be & ré8prossn-

tation of & dog facing to the right.

Under painting

A laree area of under paintl

the beaver rorphs.

No recounizable forpsz

ne lies beswepn the bear anz

are discernable within it



A S020nd InRIEIINCT Arez of ungdors noincins lies above 2Ni I LS
selfr oF the EBeaver,

A possible faint stick man lies botween figures 10 and 11.

ISCUSSION
Three clear and distinct groupings can be noticed within the
Kennedy Island Pictographs. The viwvidly coloured Thunderbird, Bear
and Beaver form a triad conmected both by the witality of their co-
lourazion and also by their close grouping.

t may 2= relevent ro note that thes=s three figures may be ra=-
presentative of the elements sir, land and water. Their hierachy on'
the ;ock face does suggest cthis arrangerent. A similar situation has
been noticed at a site to the northeast of Sudbury, whera a vercical
panel, split intn three seperate sections, displayved groupings of
uwngulates, chunderbirds and on the lowest panel fish or water serpent
symbols. R

A second group may consist of the cance, an inverted canps, and
the Y shaped figure, althoughk they msy also be swmen as pars of the
first group, These do not have the bright colours of the previous
group ner do they depict clearly animalistic forms. Significantly
the two cance forms oppose each other across a thick disxtince band
of guartz, Observations about the arrangement of morphs in relation
to gquarts v=ins Kwve deen made at 2 number of sites  The arrangemant
of these two figures across a vein, and that the Thunderdird a;pears
to be flying between two preominent guart:s bandz, may not be accifentcal.

The relationship that exists be:weén individual morphs and wvisidle
phenomena on the host rock is one which promises to be a developing
theme in future rock art research. Significant relationships between
quartz veins and pictographs have been noted at 3 numdber of sites in
Northeastorn Ontario, notably the Fairy Point site and at Agawa on
Lake Superior (Conway 1960). Clearly there is far more to the spacial

arrangement of morphs on any particular pictograph site than was at

first thoughe,



Coy rlgure. Thes? are all rathgr fxint, The differen-s

in colour vitaliste between this sroup =f merphs and *he rore animaliscic

ones may represent @& chronoleg:ical disparzcty, although it is equally possible

that this group are more suhjsect to the ercsive effects of weacher:ing.

Th?y are pearer Bo the water and less protected than the other morphs
WEATRERING

The pictographs re recorded on acetat2 sheet using acrill:ic saincs
colour matched to the pigments of the zaintings. This wosk was conductesd
under bright sunlighc in Juns. .

A day later the weather had deterioraved considerablu and rain S=gsn
to fall steadily from 6 AM cnwards, Bv Il AY the rain was seill falling
hard but it was noticed that while the rest of the rock outcror was scaked
and sctreamlets of water were runnipg dewn its surfacs, the zmall arsa which
contains the pictographs was entirely dry. Unfortunazsly we were not able
to stay to witness how long it tock for the pictographs to become wes but
clearly their location on the rock face sffords them sore considerakle pro-
taction from the elements. Perhaps this factor can account s+ learzt in part
for the finpe state of preservation of seme of the morphs.

Local opinion has It that there used to be meore pictographs at Fennedy
Islend but that scouring by itce during the winter has removed them. Ko
traces of this were noticed at the site, however, and it seemed thart all
the pictographs now visible were adbove the high water mark.

Otservations of other sites under dif ferent climatic conditions may
help to dotermine why some sites seem well pressrved while others have be-
come seriously weathered.

In some ways the Xennedy rsland Pictograph site is in a forvunace
position. It does not seem to e too adversely affected by weathering,
compared to many pictograph sites in northeastern Ontaric and the proxi-
micy of the Kuretz cottage clearly discourages would be vandals from pauing

any attention to the site. Anocher nearby Picrograph site in a rore
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isoiated positaon has not been so Jorzunaze and many ©f the paintings

there have been cver painted with recent grafisici.

Despite being located close to a major population centre the

Kennedy Island site survives remarkably well, and hopefully will continue

to do so.

‘he Kennedy Island Fictogrash S:te

Lisc of Figures

Figure 1 Map showing the locatien of the Xennedy

Island pictograph site.

Figure 2 Detail of pictographs. \

Conway J.
1980

Conway 7T,
1980

Biklioaraphu

Rock Aret Exploration in Northeazstern
Ontaric. Canadian Rock Art Research
Associaces Newslecter. (In Press).

The Association of Serpent Figures

with Natural Features at Rock Ast
Sites., (Article on File),

Ministry of Culture and Recreation
Historical Planning and Research Branch
Sauylc Ste, Marie

Dawdney, S. and X.F. Xidd Indian Rock Paintings of

1967

the Great Lakes, University
& Toronto Press Toronto
(2nd Ed) .




