
Blindfold	Lake	Pictograph	Site:			
	
If	you	can	provide	me	with	an	exact	location	I	will	update	this	file.	Thanks.	
	
Site	#29	in	Selwyn	Dewdney’s	list	of	sites	he	visited	from	1957	to	1965;	he	was	
there	in	1958.	
	
Click	on	the	following	link		for	the	Federal	Gov’t	Topo	of	Blindfold	Lake	and	
surroundings:	
	
																													http://www.jeffstopos.com/maps/052E09	
	
Selwyn	Dewdney	–	Indian	rock	Paintings	of	the	Great	Lakes	(1962)			p.2,	46,	65	
	
His	classic	work	begins	with	the	following	paragraph	-		
	
“About	fifteen	miles	southeast	of	Kenora,	in	the	water	labyrinth	of	channels,	bays,	
and	islands	so	typical	of	Lake	of	the	Woods,	you	will	come	to	the	outlet	of	Blindfold	
Lake.	Nearby,	on	the	north	shore,	is	a	vertical	rock	above	a	sloping	ledge,	its	face	
scattered	with	Indian	paintings.	As	a	boy	I	knew	the	place.	Yet	I	gave	the	pictures	
only	a	glance,	being	far	more	fascinated	by	the	offerings	on	the	ledge,	remnants	of	
rotted	clothing,	chipped	and	rusted	enamel-ware,	and	traces	of	tobacco.	
	
Fifteen	years	later	and	400	miles	farther	east	I	ran	across	other	Indian	paintings	on	
the	Fairy	Point	rocks	of	Lake	Missinaibi.	Later,	revisiting	the	place	with	my	wife,	I	
made	quick	sketches	of	a	few	of	the	symbols—		depressingly	inaccurate	ones,	I	was	
to	learn	years	later.	Yet	over	all	the	years	that	I	knew	of	these	two	sites	it	never	
occurred	to	me	that	there	might	be	others.	(p.2-3)	
	
	
Dewdney	devotes	an	entire	page	to	the	Blindfold	Lake	Pictograph	Site.	See	p.	46	for	
his	discussion.		This	is	the	drawing	he	provides	–	see	next	page	for	the	text.	
	
	

	
	



	
Page	46	of	Dewdney’s	Indian	Rock	Paintings	–	mostly	devoted	to	Blindfold	Lake	…	
	

	



	
	
	
Grace	Rajnovich	in	her	book	Reading	Rock	Art	comments	specifically	on	the	human	
figure	and	the	significance	of	the	raised	arms.	She	also	draws	a	parallel	between	the	
Blindfold	Lake	human	figure	and	a	similar	one	at	Fairy	Point	on	Lake	Missinaibi	at	
the	other	end	of	the	Ojibwa	world.	
	
	

	

Writes Dewdney…”the outlet of Blindfold Lake. Nearby, on the north shore, is a vertical rock above a sloping ledge, its face scattered with Indian paintings.”

?


